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RESULTS OF TRA SURVEY RE: NECROPSIES                                   OCTOBER, 2019 

 

Track Is a necropsy performed on every 
horse fatally injured during racing 
and workouts? If so, who 
performs the necropsy? 

If not for every fatality, under 
what circumstances? 

Who covers the cost of the 
necropsies? (State Racing 
Commission? Horsemen’s 
Association? Track? Horse Owner?) 

What circumstances (if any) 
decide who pays for the 
necropsy? 

Track A Yes – by the state through the 
regulator at the university. 

N/A State regulator pays with track 
reimbursing the expenses. 

None – all paid by track 
through reimbursement. 

Track B Not currently Commission is responsible for 
necropsy costs but does not have 
the funding needed to do them. 
A recently changed piece of law 
has allowed certain monies to be 
dedicated to covering necropsy 
costs, and it is expected they will 
start doing necropsies in the not-
too-distant future. 

State Racing Commission None. By law, the Commission 
is responsible. 

Track C Yes – Necropsy is normally 
ordered by the State Racing 
Commission. The nearby Animal 
Diagnostic Laboratory System 
performs all necropsies. 

N/A Track N/A 

Track D Yes – the Regulator N/A Regulator (funded by 
Track/Horsemen) 

N/A 

Track E Yes – the Animal Health Diagnostic 
Center lab at the state university 
performs the necropsies. 

N/A Track State-mandated that track 
pays. 

Track F No – State Vet performs 
necropsies when needed. 

State Vet requests a necropsy if 
he suspects suspicious activity.  

Horse trainer N/A 

Track G Yes, every horse that is put down 
is sent for necropsy. The Animal 
Health Center performs all 
necropsies. 

N/A Cost is covered by the Gaming Policy 
Enforcement Branch, and the track 
and the HBPA split 50/50 the cost of 
transporting the horses to the lab. 

The payments are the same 
regardless of the circum- 
stances. 

Track H No At the discretion of the Racing 
Commission 

State Racing Commission Commission has control of the 
process. 
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Track 
 
 
 

Is a necropsy performed on every 
horse fatally injured during racing 
and workouts? If so, who 
performs the necropsy? 

If not for every fatality, under 
what circumstances? 

Who covers the cost of the 
necropsies? (State Racing 
Commission? Horsemen’s 
Association? Track? Horse Owner?) 

What circumstances (if any) 
decide who pays for the 
necropsy? 

Track I Yes – State Racing Commission N/A State Racing Commission - However, if 
the horse was insured and the 
insurance company wants a copy of 
the necropsy, the Commission 
requires the insurance company to 
pay for the cost of the necropsy 
before they allow them to have a copy 
of the report. 

See previous answer. 

Track J Yes – State Racing Commission N/A State Racing Commission N/A 
     

 


